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Paris Conference, a compromise was effected: the principalities
kept their two governments, two elective hospodars, and two
representative assemblies; but, in 1858, they became the United
Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia, with a common com-
mission of 16 members for common affairs and a common court
of justice.

The complete union was established by an expedient. The
two assemblies agreed, in 1859, to elect the same hospodar, a
Moldavian boiar named Couza, who was proclaimed under the
title of Alexander I., " Prince of Roumania." -The Sultan finally
recognised this as a title for life, in 1861. Couza then announced
by a proclamation: "The Roumanian nation is founded." The
two ministries retired and were replaced by a single ministry.
The two assemblies were merged into a single National Assem-
bly in Bucharest in 1862. Henceforth the Roumanian state had
a government and a capital.

The formation of the union was accompanied by violent politi-
cal agitations and a permanent conflict between the prince and
the Assembly. The constitutional system, though officially estab-
lished, was not put in operation. The prince governed despoti-
cally, without a regular budget, and changing his ministers from
personal motives (twenty ministries in seven years). The As-
sembly voted an address claiming the constitutional system, then
refused to vote the budget until the ministry recognised its finan-
cial rights. The prince closed the Assembly, and appointed him-
self commander-in-chief (1863). The Assembly, at its next
meeting, passed a vote of lack of confidence against the ministry,
then refused to discuss the budget. The prince made a coup
d'etat, copied after Napoleon III.; he declared the Assembly dis-
solved, took possession of the hall, suspended the press law, and
promulgated a statute establishing universal suffrage, a Senate,
and a Chamber. He had it ratified by a plebiscite by universal
suffrage, 620,000 ayes against 1307 nays; he even exacted ap-
proval of the new system from his officials, on pain of dismissal.
Then, in 1864, under pretext of a conspiracy, he had the leaders
of the constitutional party arrested. After that he pursued a
masterful policy, decreeing the budget, having his official candi-
dates elected, and reducing the function of the legislature to
mere registration of his decisions. He had himself declared
hereditary prince in 1865, and having no children he designated
his successor.

The Assembly represented in this conflict, not the entire na-